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Avoiding
surprises can
help you out

Have you ever wondered
why some people are re-
laxed and poised at the po-

dium, while others look like deer 
in headlights? 
Giving an effective presenta-

tion is a learned skill that begins 
with avoiding surprises. Maxi-
mize a speaking opportunity by 
knowing what you are getting
into and eliminating as many un-
knowns as possible.
You can use these tips:
1. Know your audience and

what will strike a chord with
them. Do research in advance
to determine the makeup of the
audience. Ask questions: How 
many? Age? Men and women? 
Then, decide what it will take

to make your mes-
sage meaningful to
your listeners. Ask
yourself: What’s in
it for them? 

2. Know what 
you want to ac-
complish. This may 
sound like a simple
maxim, but it is the
difference between
motivating an
audience to take ac-
tion and having them
wonder “What was 
that all about?” Iden-
tify a goal and build
your presentation’s 
key messages around
this goal.

3. Know where you will be
speaking and for how long.
Know where you are going and
what time you are to arrive. Ask
for specific directions.
Find out how long you are to

speak and if there will be time
for questions. Are there others 
on the agenda? What are their 
topics? 
4. Arrive early. Identify where

you will be seated. Walk from
your seat to the podium. Stand
behind it, test the microphone,
look out into the room, pause,
stand erect and say the opening
lines of your speech aloud.
This will give you confidence,

allow you to hear yourself speak-
ing and visualize yourself doing
well. Use the remaining time to
relax, greet people and learn a
few names and faces. You can
make eye contact with them dur-
ing your formal remarks.

McCarthy-Blanchard is an ex-
ecutive training fi rm specializing
in presentation skills and execu-
tive presence. Call (517) 339-7447 
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Doc Dutton always loved
art.
He painted. He drew.

He worked on leather and
learned to airbrush.
Then, in 1988, he found his 

favorite medium: ink on human
skin.

“I got my fi rst tattoo when I
was 28,” Dutton said. “I wasn’t 
afraid of the pain. I was afraid of
getting art I wouldn’t like.”
It turns out that the tattoo

didn’t hurt so much. And the
art? Dutton figured he could do
that part himself.
Dutton now owns Lost Tiger 

Tattoo in Delta Township, a
business that has been drawing
tribal art, portraits and tradi-
tional tattoos on area arms,
legs, backs and other body parts 
since 1994.
Learning the trade was no

easy task, Dutton said. He had
to knock on a lot of doors be-
fore he found a tattoo artist who
took him under wing.
The apprenticeship taught

Dutton about the tools and
tricks of tattooing.
For example, he learned to

counsel customers against ul-
tra-small tattoos because they’d
only look like a colored blob
once the color set in.
Tattoos weren’t as common

then as they are now, he said.
“Now, I’m putting tattoos on

every kind of person,” Dutton
said. “I’ve worked with lawyers,
psychologists — anyone.”
Along the way, he learned to

do body piercings. As with tat-
tooing, that involved learning
the basics of safety.
Dutton’s mentor was a stu-

dent of microbiology at Mich-
igan State University, who
showed him pictures of dirt and
germs to drive home her em-
phasis on sanitation.

“She made me paranoid
about safety,” Dutton said. “She
taught me the evils of little
germs.”
Dutton started his own busi-

ness just as the tattoo and body 
art trend was gaining steam.
The drawings and piercings 

remain popular, and current 
events sometime draw custom-
ers to the store in droves
— such as after the Super 
Bowl in 2004, when Janet Jack-

son’s “wardrobe malfunction” 
revealed a nipple shield.

“For two weeks after that,
people kept coming in wanting
that. All my nipple shields sold
within a week,” Dutton said.

“If I could, I’d shake her  
(Jackson’s) hand and thank her.”
But life isn’t just about inking

skin and body piercings for Dut-
ton. He also has a passion for 
race car driving.
Dutton learned to race as a

kid on his dad’s property. Un-
fortunately, it was a habit that 
proved hard to break once he
got a driver’s license.

“I had ticket after ticket,” he

said. “I lost my drivers license
and haven’t had one since 1988.”
He’s scheduled to get it back

next month.
“As long as I have cruise con-

trol, I’ll be good,” Dutton said.
The need to speed will be re-

served for the race track, where
Dutton zips around the oval
with other Super Late Model
racers at area speedways. Last 
year, he won a trophy for being
Rookie of the Year.
Racing friend Chris Place

said Dutton took to the track
like a natural.

“We had to tame him down a
little,” Place said. “He is a wild

one.”
But that also makes Dutton

fun to be around, Place said.
“He and his wife (Cindy) are

a riot to be around. They’re
so enthusiastic about what they 
do,” he said.
That carries over into his 

professional life, Place said.
When his daughter turned 18
and wanted a tattoo, he sent her 
to Lost Tiger.

“I sent her to someone I
knew would do it right and do it 
safe,” Place said.

Contact BarbaraWieland at 
267-1348 or bwieland@lsj.com.

Tattoo artist plies colorful trade
Love of art, passion
for race cars drive
Lost Tiger’s Dutton
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Works of art: Lost Tiger Tattoos owner Doc Dutton shows some of the tattoo art he has done on the leg of his wife,
Cindy. In business since 1994, the tattoo artist also is an accomplished race car driver.
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Designing: Lost Tiger Tattoos owner Doc Dutton works Monday May 15 on
possible tattoo artwork for a customers.

The Dutton file
w Name: Daniel “Doc” Dutton
w Business: Owner, Lost Tiger Tattoo
w Address: 4220 W. Saginaw Hwy.,
Delta Township
w Employees: Four
w Awards: Include People’s Choice and
Best Wildlife Tattoo (North Coast
Images show), Best Individual Tattoo
(Cobo Hall show)
w Age: 46
w Family: Wife, Cindy; sons Dru, 26,
Chris, 23, and Alec, 16; daughter
Danielle, 22
w For fun: Drawing, racing, driving go
carts


